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The Scholar, The Educator, My Father
%ﬁ 7N\ /EE_\EE

The legacy that my father left behind for the world is as a scholar and
an educator. His life work is dedicated to his research, his students, the
university and in his later years the promotion of science and technology
education to the general public. Through out the years, I see his diligent
attitude towards his research, the amount of work and consideration he
puts into doing the right thing, always looking at the big picture and the
greater good. Although I may not have known it at the time, I do learn my
life lessons by watching him. I remember in high school, I would bring my
Chemistry questions to him for help. His first reaction would always be

“Bring me your text book, lets start from the beginning, then we solve your
problem” . Being an impatient teenager, I would complain and want quick
answers so I could get my homework done. However, he would insist on
explaining the basic concepts so I really understand. Years later, I realize that
I have witnessed demonstrations of the thorough and systematic way he

treats his work, his craft, his research.

Outside of work, my father was a loving, kind, gentle and very often
mischievous soul. He talked about and was always quite proud of the antics
he did as a teenager and even in graduate school. This somewhat confused
me as I wondered whether we were allowed to behave the same? We do
witness his mischievous and fun side in the various pictures of him posing
with statues and signs all over the world. As a doting father and loving

husband, the words of love were not spoken much but we experience his

Jer Ru Maa

IR S 40 = B g2 .
[FERRE MACSEE headmaster commemorative album



% & i)&@ﬁ"‘%

1931

love through his actions and small things like the facts he worries, often in
my mind to a fault, about things like my luggage being too heavy on my

many trips back from the States.

I am extremely grateful that I got to be by my father’ s side for the last
month of his earthly existence. Although it is sad to let him go and I will miss
him dearly, I believe he is now in peace and without pain. I believe he will
still be watching over our family from heaven. So here is to Daddy: don’ t

worry, we will be ok. We will miss you, love you forever.
Daughter,

Yann Jiun 38:&
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Iwas born and raised in the USA. During my childhood, plane tickets to
Taiwan were a luxury. We visited Taiwan twice: once whenIwas 5 and once

whenIwas in high school.

At that time, our Maa family was scattered over the US and Taiwan.
Some were in New Jersey, Chicago, Washington state, and other places. We
children, the cousins, remember quite vividly the few times we gathered. I
never dreamed that one day I would be able to meet and spend time with

my cousins, aunts and uncles in Taiwan.

Then in 2009, due to illness, I came to Cheng Da hospital to consult
with a very good doctor. It was a very difficult time, but XE£ and K&
9% (Ma Jer Ru and Yang You Wei) welcomed me and my parents with open
arms. They went out of their way to do everything they could to cheer me
up, bringing me to flower gardens, good places to eat, and fun local places.
REHF often emailed me beautiful powerpoint slides with birds and flowers.

I knew that they cared very much for me and I deeply appreciated it.

Everytime we came, KXEE and XE4 would make time for our visit.
It was good to spend time with them and get to know them. Whenever
AREE and KEYS drove us places, their dialogue in the car always made
me smile and encouraged me. We also saw the silly similarities in the Maa
family that I treasure. I did not realize until recently how important our visits
were to them, too. That made me all the more glad that we could spend

time together.
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E5 and KE4% were so kind and loving to me. My parents and I
hoped and prayed that our Maa family would turn to God through Jesus.
This was my prayer for many years. Thank God for answering our prayers!

& & is in heaven with Jesus, and one day we will meet with him again!

B AJessica Li ©
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